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Concept of ‘Tradition’ and ‘Impersonality’ of T. S. Eliot

Dr. Bandana Bharati*

Abstract

In this article, the important concepts of T. S. Eliot such as tradition and
impersonality in literature are examined. Eliot has made it clear that the meaning of
tradition is not to be taken for orthodoxy or for some blind imitation. In other words,
it is the presence of the past and history in the present, in the contemporary poets and
writers. He insists on recognizing the relations of a poem or a work to the works of
dead poets and artists. He regrets that in our appreciation of authors we hardly include
their connections with those living and dead.Tradition is a continuous flow which
collects and blends the best experiences of social and cultural life, literature, art and
philosophy. Without knowing this continuity in life and tradition, no writer can
contribute greatly. If someone is lost in relating only the personal miseries and pain,
being forgetful of the sense of tradition, then he will go alienated from the greater
ends of poetry. As to impersonality in poetry, Eliot says that poetry needs no expression
of one’s personal emotions, because the poet happens to be a medium for expressing
ideas and experiences which are relevant to poetry. It means that his personal emotions
are irrelevant and mostly meaningless, while the meaning of poetry depends more on
his depersonalised and objective experiences. Thus in this article, these two important

and interrelated concepts of Eliot have been critically discussed.
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